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As far as irrigation is concerned the British connection with
India has been one of the most beneficial in the colonial
history of the world. Literally, deserts have been made to
rejoice A recent calculation declares that out of a total sown
area of 257,000,000 acres in India, over 47,000,000 were
irrigated. The methods vary. The canal system has been
largely employed in the northern districts, while in the south
where there are no very large rivers, storage schemes and wells
have been popular. It is in the extension and perfection of
the canal system that the British Government deserves such
solid credit. The splendid Ganges canal system in northern
India has over 1,200 miles of main channels and 6,500
miles of distributaries In Madras and Smdh vast and
successful projects have been carried through, but one
of the largest of such schemes in the world is the famous
Sukkar Barrage in Smdh. By it the waters of five nvers
of the Punjab are stemmed to the benefit of nearly 6,000,000
acres.
India's most important crop is rice.   The total value of
her export has, of course, been affected by the separation of
Burma, but it is still considerable.   The policy of the Indian
provinces is to become sel&supporting as regards rice, but
obviously some are more suitable for the crop than others.
Rice likes a heavy soil with plenty of rain, and it is, there/
fore, mainly found in deltaic and floodable areas such as
Bengal, Bombay,   Central   Provinces,   etc.   Next  to  rice
comes the great variety of millets and pulses.  Wheat is
chiefly found in the United  Provinces and the Punjab.
Owing to the irrigation schemes introduced in recent years,
indeed, northern India is now one of the most important
granaries of the British Empire.   The total export of wheat
is over 1,000,000 tons per annum, Britain buying about
70 per cent of it.    Bombay and the Central Provinces
export something like 750,000 tons of cotton every year.
Ground   nuts,   sesamum,   rape   or   mustard  and linseed
are grown to the extent of over  14,000,000 acres, their